
Programme at a Glance

Saturday (09.00-17.00) Sunday (09.00-16.00)

Registration + Poster & 
Exhibition Set Up

Welcome & Opening Address 
A Heazell, K O’Donoghue

Risk factor workshop
V Flenady

Plenary Session
Pregnancy loss in Ireland: Past, 
Present and Future
M Turner

Plenary Session
How should fetal growth be 
monitored? – the international 
INTERGROWTH-21st Standards
S Kennedy

Top 5 Oral Presentations Tea/Coffee, Exhibition & Poster 
Viewing

Tea/Coffee, Exhibition & Poster 
Viewing  

Breakout Session 2

Plenary Session
The placenta as a witness to stillbirth
J Dahlstrom

Intrapartum 
Death- Audit 
and Inquiry

Pregnancy 
after Loss

Investigation 
of Stillbirth

Plenary Session
Putting your oxygen mask on first: 
Building resilience to care for self and 
others
S Liben

Lunch

Conclusion of Morning Session
N Russell

Plenary Session 
Helping parents to make the 
unbearable possible: 
good quality bereavement care 
following stillbirth 
S Downe

Lunch

Breakout Session 1

Impact of 
Stillbirth on 
Healthcare 
Professionals 
resilience and 
self-care

Risk 
Factors for 
Stillbirth

Bereavement 
Care

Awards & Prizes

Tea/Coffee, Exhibition & Poster 
Viewing 

Plenary Session
Reflecting on the conference – Next 
steps for Ireland and beyond
K O’Donoghue/ S Leisher / A Heazell

Plenary Session
The changing epidemiology of 
congenital anomalies : impact on 
stillbirths 
E Draper

Plenary Session
Parents voices & interviews
“When my baby died”

Conclusion of First Day

D Nuzum

Closing

Pre-Conference Workshop 
(pre-booking only) 
Friday 22 September: 08.30-11.00
IMPROVE Workshop

11.00-11.30
Tea & Coffee Break

Friday 22 September: 11.30-13.30
IMPROVE Workshop

Memorial Service/Parents’ activities

Friday 22 September: 14.30-17.00
Pathology Information Workshop for 
advocacy & support groups

Saturday 23 September 18.15-18.45
Service of Remembrance

Sunday 24 September: 09.00-10.30
Parents’ Workshop: Exploring loss 
experience 

Sunday 24 September: 11.00-12.00
Parent Assembly

Social Programme

Friday 22 September: 18.00–20.00
ISA Official Opening Ceremony & Welcome 
Reception
UCC Glucksman Gallery

Saturday 23 September: 19.30 - 23.00
Reception, Conference Dinner, Event 
Ballymaloe Big Shed
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IMPROVE Workshop

Memorial Service/Parents’ activities

Social Programme

Breakout Sessions

TOP 5

Plenaries

 Opening / Conclusion

Catering

Awards



Pre-Conference Workshop Friday 22nd September 2017

08.30-09.00 IMPROVE Workshop Registration                                                                                                                                                                                     
Location: Cork University Maternity Hospital

09.00-11.00 IMPROVING PERINATAL MORTALITY REVIEW & OUTCOMES VIA EDUCATION (IMPROVE) Workshop  
For pre-registered delegates only          
Location: CUMH

11.00-11.30 Tea/coffee break for IMPROVE workshop attendees                                                                                                                            
Location: CUMH

11.30-13.30 IMPROVE Workshop                                                                                                                                                                                     
Location: CUMH

14.30-17.00 Pathology Information workshop for advocacy & support groups 
By invitation only
Location: Bru Columbanus

18.00-20.00 ISA Official Opening Ceremony & Welcome Reception                                                                                                                       
Location: UCC Glucksman Gallery

Saturday 23rd September 2017

08.00-09.00 Registration                                                                                                                                          
Location: Aula Maxima

Poster & Exhibition Set Up                                                                                                                                               
Location: Devere Hall

09.00-09.30 Welcome & Opening Address   
                                                                                                                                                          
Professor Alexander Heazell, Chair, International Stillbirth Alliance 
Dr Keelin O’Donoghue, Chair, Local Organising Committee, ISA Cork 2017                                                                                                                                             
Location: Boole 4

09.30-10.00 Plenary Session
Professor Michael Turner, National Lead HSE Clinical Programme in Obstetrics and Gynaecology     
Pregnancy loss in Ireland: Past, Present and Future 
Chairs: Professor Alexander Heazell & Dr Keelin O’Donoghue
Location: Boole 4

10.00-11.00 Top 5 Oral Presentations
Chairs: Professor Alexander Heazell & Dr Keelin O’Donoghue
Location: Boole 4

10.00-10.12

10.12-10.24

10.24-10.36

10.36-10.48

10.48-11.00

PL1

PL2

PL3

PL4

PL5

Dr Kenneth Ward, Owlet Baby Care, Lehi, UT, USA

Dr Minglan Li, Department Of Obstetrics And Gy-
naecology, University Of Auckland, New Zealand

Dr Daniel Nuzum, Pregnancy Loss Research 
Group, University College Cork, Ireland
                                                                                                                                                     

Dr Felicity Agwu Kalu, Rotunda Hospital, Dublin, 
Ireland

Dr Hanna Reinebrant, Centre of Research 
Excellence in Stillbirth, Mater Research Institute - 
The University of Queensland (MRI-UQ), Brisbane, 
Australia

Prototype “Belly Band” Wearable Monitor for Con-
tinuous Monitoring of Fetal ECG and Fetal Movement 
During the Third Trimester

Supine going-to-sleep position is a major risk factor 
for term stillbirth: findings from the New Zealand 
multicentre stillbirth case-control study

The public awareness of stillbirth: a population study

Development and initial validation of ‘Perinatal 
Bereavement Care Confidence Scale (PBCCS)’

Global reporting of the causes of stillbirth: a system-
atic review

11.00-11.45 Tea/Coffee, Exhibition & Poster Viewing                      
Location: Devere Hall
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11.45-12.15 Plenary Session
Professor Jane Dahlstrom, Anatomical Pathologist, ACT Pathology and Interim Dean of the Australian 
National University (ANU) College of Health and Medicine, Australia
The placenta as a witness to stillbirth     
Chairs: Professor Alexander Heazell & Dr Keelin O’Donoghue                                                                                                                                 
Location: Boole 4

12.15 - 12.45 Plenary Session
Professor Stephen Liben, Director of Programs in Pediatric Palliative Care at The Montreal Children’s 
Hospital of the McGill University Health Centre, Canada      
Putting your oxygen mask on first: Building resilience to care for self and others
Chairs: Professor Alexander Heazell & Dr Keelin O’Donoghue                                                                                                                               
Location: Boole 4

12.45 - 13.00 Conclusion of Morning Session   
Dr Noirin Russell, Lead clinician for early pregnancy care, Cork University Maternity Hospital, Ireland 
Location: Boole 4

13.00-14.00 Lunch           
Location: Main Restaurant

14.00-15.30 Breakout Session 1                                                                                                                                                                 

Impact of Stillbirth on Healthcare 
Professionals: resilience and 
self-care 
Chairs: Professor Stephen Liben 
& Ms Orla Keegan
Location: Boole Theatre complex

Risk Factors for Stillbirth
Chairs: Professor Stephen Ken-
nedy & Professor Richard Greene 
Location: Boole Theatre complex

Bereavement Care      
Chairs: Mrs Riona Cotter & Ms 
Mairie Cregan
Location: Boole Theatre complex

14.00-14.20 Professor Mary 
Higgins, 
UCD, Ireland
(invited speaker)

Second victim and 
the domino effect

Professor Jane 
Warland, 
School of Nursing 
and midwifery at 
the University of 
South Australia 
(UniSA)
(invited speaker)

Sleep position and 
stillbirth risk

Professor Joan 
Lalor, 
Trinity College 
Dublin, Ireland
(invited speaker)

Words you never 
want to hear’- Expe-
riences of unexpect-
ed diagnosis of fetal 
abnormality.

14.20-14.40 Dr Daniel Nuzum, 
Pregnancy Loss 
Research Group, 
University College 
Cork, Ireland
(invited speaker)

The impact of still-
birth on healthcare 
professionals

Professor 
Louise Kenny, 
University College 
Cork, Ireland
(invited speaker)

Uteroplacental insuf-
ficiency- an update?

Ms Orla 
O’Connell,
Cork University 
Maternity Hospital, 
Ireland
(invited speaker)

The Importance of 
Palliative and Be-
reavement Care in 
Pregnancy

14.40-15.00 Mr Bryan Nolan, 
Irish Hospice Foun-
dation
(invited speaker)

Staying well at work Dr Molly Byrne,
National University 
of Ireland, Galway
(invited speaker)

Developing 
evidence-based 
behaviour change 
interventions to 
reduce risk 
factors for stillbirth

Dr Mary Devins,
Paediatric 
Palliative 
Medicine, our Lady’s 
Children’s Hospital 
& The Coombe 
Women & Infants 
University 
Hospital Dublin
(invited speaker) 

Perinatal 
Palliative Care: 
When you are faced 
with a life-limiting 
diagnosis

15.00-15.10 Dr Karen Mc-
Namara, Pregnancy 
Loss Research 
Group, Universi-
ty College Cork, 
Ireland
(B13)

Intrapartum death 
and doctors; a quali-
tative exploration

Ms Aimee 
Humphries,
Department of 
Obstetrics &
Gynaecology, 
University Of Auck-
land, New Zealand
(B10)

Anatomy of the 
collateral venous 
drainage in late 
pregnancy in 
different 
positions

Dr Fran Boyle,
Centre of 
Research 
Excellence in Still-
birth, 
Brisbane, 
Mater Research 
Institute - Univer-
sity Of Queensland, 
Brisbane, 
Australia
(B4) 

Care practices after 
stillbirth: an inter-
national perspective
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15.10-15.20 Professor Judith 
Rankin, 
Newcastle Universi-
ty, Newcastle upon 
Tyne, UK
(B14)

Confidence and 
training needs of 
health professionals 
providing support 
to parents who have 
experienced a loss 
from a 
multiple 
pregnancy

Mr Jordan Mcin-
tyre,
Department of 
Obstetrics and
Gynaecology, 
University of 
Auckland, New 
Zealand     
(B11)   

Maternal sleep 
physiology in 
healthy late preg-
nancy: effect of 
position on inspi-
ratory air flow

Ms Mary Lynch,
North Bristol 
Nhs Trust, United 
Kingdom
(B5)                                                      

Learning from 
deaths: healthcare 
professionals’ 
views on parental 
involvement in the 
perinatal mortality 
review process (The 
PARENTS 2 Study)

15.20-15.30 Ms Lindsey 
Wimmer, 
Star Legacy Foun-
dation, MN, United 
States
(B15)

Caring for the 
caregiver: using 
retreats to care for 
perinatal loss health 
professionals

Professor Alexan-
der Heazell, 
Faculty of Biology, 
Medicine and 
Health, University 
Of Manchester, 
United Kingdom
(B12)

Going to sleep su-
pine and reduced 
sleep duration are 
risk factors for late 
stillbirth: findings 
from the MiNESS 
Case-Control 
Study 

Ms Rachel Hayden,
Gifts of 
Remembrance, 
Hinckley, United 
Kingdom
(B6) 

Specialist photo-
graphic training 
increases midwives’ 
confidence in initiat-
ing and undertaking 
memento photog-
raphy following 
perinatal loss 

15.30-16.00 Tea/Coffee, Exhibition & Poster Viewing                                                                                                                                 
Location: Devere Hall

16.00-16.30 Plenary Session
Professor Elizabeth Draper,  Perinatal & Paediatric Epidemiologist, Department of Health Sciences, 
University of Leicester, UK
The changing epidemiology of congenital anomalies:  impact on stillbirths
Chairs: Ms Claire Storey & Dr Daniel Nuzum
Location: Boole 4 

16.30-17.00 Plenary Session
Parents voices & interviews                                                                                                                                            
Film “When my baby died”– CUMH parents
Chairs: Ms Claire Storey & Dr Daniel Nuzum
Location: Boole 4

17.00-17.15 Conclusion of first day 
Dr Daniel Nuzum, Pregnancy Loss Research Group, University College Cork, Cork, Ireland 
Location: Boole 4

18.15-18.45 Service of Remembrance
Location: St. Fin Barre’s Cathedral

19.00 Buses to East Cork for Conference Dinner
Location: St. Fin Barre’s Cathedral

19.30-23.00 Reception, Conference Dinner, Event
Location: Ballymaloe Big Shed

23.00/24.00 Buses back to Cork/city centre/UCC

Memorial Service/Parents’ activities Social Programme Breakout Sessions Plenaries  Opening / Conclusion Catering



Sunday 24th September 2017

09.00-10.30 Risk factor / Stillbirth prevention 
workshop 
Facilitators: David Ellwood, 
Adrienne Gordon, Vicki Flenady, 
Glenn Gardener, Keelin O’Donoghue
Chairs: Professor Vicki Flenady & 
Ms Margaret Murphy
Location: Boole 4

Parents’ Workshop: Exploring loss experience 
Location: Aula Maxima

10.30-11.00 Plenary Session
Professor Stephen Kennedy, Co-Director, Oxford Maternal & Perinatal Health Institute Green Templeton 
College, UK
How should fetal growth be monitored? – the international INTERGROWTH-21st Standards
Chairs: Professor Vicki Flenady & Ms Margaret Murphy
Location: Boole 4

11.00-12.00 Tea/Coffee, Exhibition & Poster 
Viewing                                                                                                                                               
 
Location: Devere Hall

ISA General Assembly 
Professor Alexander 
Heazell
                                                                                                 
Location: Council 
Room 

Parent Assembly 
     
Ms Mairie Cregan, Founding member 
Feileacain. Stillbirth and Neonatal Death 
Association of Ireland

Dr Daniel Nuzum, Pregnancy Loss 
Research Group, University College Cork, 
Ireland

Ms Orla O’Connell, Clinical Midwife Spe-
cialist in Bereavement and Loss
Cork University Maternity Hospital
Cork, Ireland   

Ms Rachel Rice, Parent Representative, 
Pregnancy Loss Research Group, Univer-
sity College Cork.
                                                                                                  
Location: Aula Maxima

12.00-13.30 Breakout Session 2   
                                                                                      

Intrapartum Death - Audit and 
Inquiry 
Chairs: Dr Elizabeth McClure & Dr 
Paul Corcoran
Location: Boole Theatre complex

Pregnancy after Loss         
Chairs: Dr Lynn Farrales & 
Mrs Cathy O’Sullivan
Location: Boole Theatre 
complex

Investigation of Stillbirth   
Chairs: Professor Jane Dahl-
strom & Ms Lindsey Wimmer
Location: Boole Theatre complex

12.00-12.20 Professor Alan Cameron, 
Consultant Obstetrician, 
Greater Glasgow and 
Clyde Nhs, UK
(invited speaker)

‘Each Baby 
Counts’ a 5 year 
quality improve-
ment programme

Professor
Alexander 
Heazell, 
Faculty of Biolo-
gy, Medicine and 
Health, University 
Of Manchester, 
United Kingdom
(invited speaker)

Rainbow Clinic: 
A Model for 
Antenatal Care in 
Pregnancies after 
Stillbirth

Dr Brendan 
Fitzgerald
Department of 
Pathology, Cork 
University Hospital, 
Ireland
(invited speaker)

Investigation and 
classification of 
stillbirth 

12.20-12.40 Professor Richard 
Greene, 
Director, National 
Perinatal Epidemiology 
Centre, Ireland
(invited speaker)

The role of 
perinatal audit 
and confidential 
enquiries

Ms Aleena 
Wojcieszek,
Centre Of 
Research 
Excellence In 
Stillbirth, Mater 
Research Insti-
tute, Queensland, 
Australia
(invited speaker)

Care in 
subsequent 
pregnancies
following 
stillbirths: gaps, 
practice, and 
evidence

Professor Fran 
Boyle,
Centre of Research 
Excellence in 
Stillbirth, Brisbane, 
Australia;
Mater Research 
Institute - Univer-
sity Of Queensland, 
Brisbane, Australia;
International 
Stillbirth Alliance, 
Bristol, UK
(invited speaker)

Supporting parents 
in decision-
making about 
autopsy consent

PROGRAMME ISA 2017, CORK, IRELAND

Memorial Service/Parents’ activities Social Programme Breakout Sessions Plenaries  Opening / Conclusion Catering



12.40-13.00 Dr Myra Cullinane, 
Coroners Society of 
Ireland
(invited speaker)

The Coroner’s 
Inquest and what to 
expect

Dr Joann O’Leary, 
Marian University 
Fond Du Lac and Star 
Legacy Foundation, 
Minneapolis, United 
States
(invited speaker)

The Rainbow 
Baby: Carried in 
the Shadow of 
Grief

Professor Fergal 
Malone,
CEO Rotunda 
Hospital Dublin 
& Chairman of 
the Department 
of Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology at the 
Royal College of 
Surgeons in Ireland
(invited speaker)  

Genetic 
investigations 
for Stillbirth

13.00-13.10     Dr Lucy K Smith, 
University of Leicester, 
United Kingdom        
(B16) 

International varia-
tion in the classifi-
cation of stillbirths 
and neonatal deaths 
at 22 to 26 weeks 
gestational age 

Mrs Louise Stephens, 
St Mary’s Hospital, 
Central Manchester 
University Hospitals 
NHS Foundation 
Trust, Manchester 
Academic Health Sci-
ence Centre, United 
Kingdom        
(B1)  

Improving 
quality of care 
in pregnancies 
after stillbirth- 
an improvement 
science project in 
two UK maternity 
hospitals

Dr Michael Cocker, 
Division of Develop-
mental Biology and 
Medicine, 
University of 
Manchester, United 
Kingdom & St. 
Mary’s Hospital, 
Central Manchester 
University Hospitals 
NHS Foundation 
Trust, Manchester, 
United Kingdom
(B7) 
          

Failure of 
placental 
morphological 
adaptation may 
be implicated 
in stillbirth in 
older mothers: 
a case-control 
study

13.10-13.20 Dr Fionan Donohoe, 
National Maternity 
Hospital, Dublin, Ireland
(B17)

Perinatal 0utcomes 
using the Robson 
Ten Group Clas-
sification System 
(RTGCS)

Mrs Suzanne 
Thomas, 
Central Manchester 
Foundation Trust, 
Manchester, United 
Kingdom & Maternal 
& Fetal Health 
Research Centre, 
Manchester, United 
Kingdom
(B2)

The social and 
economic value 
of a clinical ser-
vice for care in 
pregnancy after 
perinatal death

Dr Dana Muin,
Medical University 
Of Vienna, Vienna, 
Austria
(B8)

Targeted for 
identification of 
cardiac variants 
in unexplained 
intrauterine fetal 
death – 
a retrospective 
pilot study

13.20-13.30 Dr Anita Ravelli, 
Academic Medical Center, 
Amsterdam, The Neth-
erlands
(B18)

Small for 
gestational age and 
perinatal mortality 
at term: an audit 
in a Dutch national 
cohort study

Ms Margaret Murphy,
School of Nursing 
and Midwifery, Uni-
versity College Cork, 
Ireland; Pregnancy 
Loss Research Group, 
Cork University 
Maternity Hospital, 
Cork, Ireland & In-
ternational Stillbirth 
Alliance, United 
Kingdom
(B3)

Journey of 
loss: the lived 
experiences of 
couples’ journeys 
from stillbirth 
to subsequent 
pregnancy

Ms Robin Cronin,
University Of Auck-
land, Auckland, 
New Zealand 
(B9)

Recruitment 
barriers and 
participant 
feedback in a 
New Zealand 
stillbirth study

13.30-14.30 Lunch                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Location: Main Restaurant

14.30-15.00 Plenary Session
Professor Soo Downe, Professor of Midwifery Studies at University of Central Lancashire, United Kingdom 
Helping parents to make the unbearable possible: good quality bereavement care following stillbirth
Chairs: Dr Keelin O’Donoghue & Professor John Higgins
Location: Boole 4

15.00-15.15 Awards
Professor Alexander Heazell, Chair, International Stillbirth Alliance 
Dr Keelin O’Donoghue, Chair, Local Organising Committee, ISA Cork 2017     
Chairs: Dr Keelin O’Donoghue & Professor John Higgins
Location: Boole 4

15.15-15.45 Plenary Session
Dr Keelin O’Donoghue, Chair, Local Organising Committee, ISA Cork 2017
Ms Susannah Leisher, The University of Queensland, Australia
Professor Alexander Heazell, Chair, International Stillbirth Alliance
Reflecting on the conference – Next steps for Ireland and beyond
Chairs: Dr Keelin O’Donoghue & Professor John Higgins
Location: Boole 4

15.45-16.00 Closing 
Chairs: Dr Keelin O’Donoghue & Professor John Higgins
Location: Boole 4
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